DONALD GEORGE FARR

Private
5501396

Queen’s Royal Regiment
who died on

Tuesday 19" September 1944 aged 24

Henry James Farr was born on 15™ May 1883 at
Semington, Trowbridge, Wiltshire. Well underage
he joined the Wiltshire Regiment and served in the
Boer War, earning both the Queen’s and King’s
Medals. In 1914 Henry was recalled to the colours
& and went out to France on 21% September 1914
| with 1% Wilts. He was wounded in 1914 and this
photo of him on crutches is believed to have been
taken in early 1915. Henry was discharged as no
longer fit for active service on 2" November 1915
and returned to being a dairy worker at Canford. In
July 1916 Henry married Lydia Maud Williams
from there.

On 26™ April 1918 he was called up for service
with 3" Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, serving
in Ireland. Henry was finally transferred to Z
Reserve on his discharge on 12" February 1919.

Donald, known to all as ‘Don’, was born in 1920. The family moved to
New Milton in 1930 when Henry was offered employment at Milton and
Manor Farm Dairies working for Mr Jonathan Fawcett. The family lived in
Angel Lane.

Don went to school at Gore Road, leaving at the age
of 14 to work on the dairy farm alongside his father.
He joined the Territorial Army at the age of 18 in
1938, serving with the 517" Hampshires, but later
transferred to the Corps of Military Police. After
two years in England, his Military Police unit was
broken up and Don returned to 5/7"™ Hampshires.

Don was sent out as part of the reinforcement unit to
the battalion in Italy and was with the battalion
when it took part in the amphibious landings at
Anzio. A stomach illness resulted in his being sent
to hospital.
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On his discharge Don was sent to 2"Y/6™ Battalion
Queen’s Royal Regiment and was serving with
th1s regiment at the time of his death in Italy on
12" of September 1944.

The family is uncertain how Don died. His
obituary in the New Milton and Advertiser dated
14™ October 1944 suggests that he was with a
company of the Queen’s Royal Regiment who
were sent out to capture a bridge. They got lost
and only one officer and 15 men returned. But he
could have been in the company which was sent out to aid the survivors.
Don’s brother Cyril recalls that one of Don’s friends from the regiment
visited his parents and told them that Don was killed by a mortar bomb
whilst taking ammunition forward.

Don is buried in Coriano
Ridge War Cemetery in:

Grave VIL.A.3

Don’s brothers, Leslie and
Philip, both served in the
BEF in  France, but
managed to escape from
Europe in 1940. Both were
then posted to 8" Army in
North Africa. Phillip was
- very badly injured when his
tank was hit at the battle of El Alamein. Leslie, by now a QMS Machlnlst
came across Philip at a dressing station as he was receiving first aid. Philip
spent six months in hospital recovering from his wounds. He went on to
serve again in Italy, where he was again unfortunate enough to be in a tank
hit by shell fire. This time, however, he escaped without injury.

Don’s brother Alan served in the New Milton Home Guard (10 section
under Lieutenant Stedman) before being called up. He joined 1% Battalion
Hampshire Regiment and took part in the invasion of Sicily in 1943 and
then Normandy on D-Day 1944.

His youngest brother Cyril took over Don’s job at the dairy. He joined the
army cadets and passed his medical to join the army but was not called up.
Cyril and his wife June visited Italy in the 1980s and placed a poppy
wreath on Don’s grave at Coriano Ridge Commonwealth War Cemetery.

Don’s mother, Lydia, was later honoured with the British Empire Medal
(BEM) for her services to the Women’s Land Army.
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